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Education

Ph.D.              Communications 

                       Emphasis: Rhetoric

                       University of Memphis; Memphis, Tennessee

           Dissertation: The Prophetic Oratory of Henry McNeal Turner

M.Div.            Religious Studies

                       Memphis Theological Seminary; Memphis, Tennessee
B.S.                Communications 
                       University of Tennessee at Martin; Martin, Tennessee             

Academic Appointments
August 2011-Present: The Dr. James L. Netters Assistant Professor of Rhetoric & Religion and African American Studies: Memphis Theological Seminary, Memphis, Tennessee
August 2009-July 2011: Assistant Professor, Rhetoric and Religion and African American Religious Studies: Memphis Theological Seminary, Memphis, Tennessee

· Hip Hop Theology and Urban God Talk

· African American Religious Personalities

· Black Theology 

· Rhetoric of Race

· Rhetoric and Religion 

· African American Religious Studies

· Rhetoric of the Black Church
· Mission of the Church
August 2006-Present: Instructor, African and African American Studies, Interdisciplinary Studies, University of Memphis, Memphis, Tennessee

· Rhetoric of Hip Hop

· Voices of the Black Church

· African Religions in the Diaspora

· Obama Phenomenon 

· Intro to African American Studies

· Research Methods

August 2005-June2008: Adjunct Professor/Research Fellow, Memphis Theological  

Seminary, Memphis, Tennessee

· African American Prophetic Tradition 

· Sacred Rhetorical Tradition 

· African American Studies

· Urban Ministry and Theology

August 2005-June 2008: Teaching Assistant, University of Memphis, Memphis,  

Tennessee

· Oral Communications (Public Speaking)

· African American Rhetoric

August 2007-2009: Adjunct Professor, Southwest Tennessee Community College, 

Memphis, Tennessee

· Oral Communications (Public Speaking)

Summer 2008-2010: Visiting Professor, American Baptist College, Nashville, Tennessee

Hip Hop Theology/Urban God Talk

Scholarly Activity: *All are single authored unless otherwise noted
Publications:
Books: 
Urban God Talk: Towards Creating a Hip Hop Spirituality (Lexington Books; 2013)
The Forgotten Prophet: Bishop Henry McNeal Turner and the African American Prophetic Tradition. Lexington Books. Landham, MD. (2012)
Contributor, James Hal Cone, Frances E.W. Harper, and Henry McNeal Turner: Great Lives of History: African Americans. Salem Press. (2011)
Editor: The Literary Archive of Henry McNeal Turner. Edwin Mellen Press
· An African American Pastor During Reconstruction (2013)
· The Chaplain Writings, Vol. 2 (2012)
· An African American Pastor Before and During the American Civil War, Vol.1 (2010)
Chapters in Books:
(in press) “Is the Negro Like Other People: Race, Religion and the Didactic Oratory of Henry McNeal Turner” in Converging Identities: Blackness in the Modern African Diaspora, Julius Adekunle (ed). Carolina Academic Press, 2013

(in press) “W.E.B. Du Bois and the African American Prophetic Tradition” in W.E.B. Du Bois and Africana Rhetoric of Dealienation, Monique Akassi (ed). Cambridge Scholars Publishers 

Journals: 

“Avoiding Phony Religiosity: The Rhetorical Theology of Obama’s 2012 National Prayer Breakfast Address.” Contemporary Journal of Rhetoric Vol. 2, Issue 2 (May 2012) 44-53

“The Prophetic Persona of James Cone and the Rhetorical Construction of Black Theology.” Black Theology Journal 8.3 (2010) 266-285
 *Selected for the Top Article Award from the Religious Communication Association in 2011
“Will We Have Ears to Hear: The African American Prophetic Tradition in the Age of Obama.” African American Pulpit. (Spring 2010) 9-16
“Daughter of Thunder: The Prophetic Rhetoric of Frances Ellen Watkins Harper” Memphis Theological Seminary Journal. 53 (Fall 2007) 56-74 
“Sermon Starters: Why Not the Lectionary?” African American Pulpit (Summer 2004)
Under Review:
Johnson, Andre E. “The Prophetic Rhetoric of Henry McNeal Turner.” Journal of African American History
Book Reviews:
Anthony Pinn and Benjamin Valentin, eds. Creating Ourselves: African Americans and Hispanic Americans on Popular Culture and Religious Expression. Reviewed in the Journal of African American History, Fall (2011)

Refereed Academic Presentations: 
“Loving God with Your Heart and Mind: The Pastor-Preacher/Professor Paradigm and the Black Church Experience.” National Council of Black Studies (March 14-16) Indianapolis, Indiana
“Theologian in Chief: The Religious Discourse of Barack Obama.” National Council of Black Studies. (March 14-16) Indianapolis, Indiana
“Henry McNeal Turner and the Emancipation Proclamation.” National Council of Black Studies. (March 14-16). Indianapolis, Indiana
“The Rhetorical Trajectory of the African American Prophetic Tradition.” National Council of Black Studies. (March 14-16). Indianapolis, Indiana
“W.E.B. DuBois and the African American Prophetic Tradition.” Du Bois Conference (February 20, 2013) Atlanta, Georgia

“There is No Future in the United States for the Negro: The Pessimistic Prophecy of Bishop Henry McNeal Turner.” National Communication Association (November 15-18, 2012)

“A Review of the 2012 Presidential Election: A Case for COMMunity.” National Communication Association (November 15-18, 2012)
“The Cry in the Wilderness: (Re) Claiming the Prophetic Voice of Bishop Henry McNeal Turner.” Association for the Study of African American Life and History. Pittsburgh Pennsylvania (September 26-30, 2012)
“We Are Not a Dependent Race: The Prophetic Rhetoric of Frances Ellen Watkins Harper.” Association for the Study of African American Life and History. Pittsburgh Pennsylvania (September 26-30, 2012)

“They Can Preach Too: Henry McNeal Turner and the Role of Women in the Church.” Association for the Study of African American Life and History. Pittsburgh Pennsylvania (September 26-30, 2012)

“Get Out of Babylon!” Henry McNeal Turner and the Rhetoric of Emigration.” National Council of Black Studies. (March 7-10) Atlanta, Georgia

“Fire Shut up in My Bones: The Black Church and the African American Prophetic Tradition.” National Council of Black Studies. (March 7-10). Atlanta, Georgia

A Critical Engagement: A Response to Andre E. Johnson’s Literary Archive of Henry McNeal Turner (Respondent) National Council of Black Studies. (March 7-10) Atlanta, Georgia

“The Rhetorical Trajectory of Bishop Henry McNeal Turner.” National Association of African American Studies (February 15, 2012). Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

“Hip Hop’s Spiritual Side: A Discussion of Urban God Talk: Towards Constructing a Hip Hop Spirituality.” National Communication Association. (November 17, 2011) New Orleans, Louisiana. 
“Melodic Voices: The Rhetoric of Hip Hop, Neo-Soul and Blues.” National Communication Association. (November 17, 2011). New Orleans, Louisiana (Respondent)

“Prophetic Rhetoric as Religious Communication” Religious Communication Association (November 16, 2011) New Orleans Louisiana. 

“The Prophetic Persona of James Cone and the Rhetorical Theology of Black Theology: A Presentation.” Religious Communication Association (November 16, 2011) New Orleans Louisiana

“Celebrating the Emancipation: Bishop Henry McNeal Turner’s Reflection on the Emancipation.” Association for the Society of African American Life and History (October 7, 2011). Richmond, Virginia. 

“Dear Editor: The War Correspondence of Chaplain Henry McNeal Turner.” Association for the Society of African American Life and History (October 6, 2011). Richmond, Virginia
“The First Anniversary of Freedom: Henry McNeal Turner’s Emancipation Day Speech: A Rhetorical Analysis.” Association for the Society of African American Life and History (October 6, 2011). Richmond, Virginia

“Bishop Henry McNeal Turner and the Unconstitutionality of the 1875 Civil Rights Bill: A Rhetorical Analysis.” Southern States Communication Association (March 24, 2011). Little Rock, Arkansas
“The Long and Short of It: The Rhetoric of the Black Church and Bishop Eddie Long’s (Non) Apology.”  National Council of Black Studies (March 18, 2011) Cincinnati, Ohio. 
God and Government: The Audacity of Jeremiah Wright and the African American Prophetic Tradition. National Council of Black Studies (March 17, 2011) Cincinnati, Ohio. 
“Reporting from the Battlefield: The Letters of Chaplain Henry McNeal Turner 

National Council of Black Studies (March 17, 2011) Cincinnati, Ohio. 

“Towards a Black Jesus: James Cone and the Prophetic Tradition.” National Council of Black Studies (March 18, 2011) Cincinnati, Ohio 
“Pentecostalism and the African American Experience: A Response.” Society for Pentecostal Studies (March 11, 2011) Memphis, Tennessee Race. (Respondent)
“(Re) Introduction Henry McNeal Turner as Rhetorical Figure Worthy of Study.” National Communication Association. (November 17, 2010) San Francisco, California 

“Is the Negro Like Other People”: Race, Religion and the Didactic Prophecy of Henry McNeal Turner.”  National Communication Association. (November 16, 2010) San Francisco, California. 

“Salvation Outside of the Black Church: The Role of Religion in Tyler Perry’s “For Colored Girls.”  National Communication Association (November 15, 2010) San Francisco, California

“Theological Education Making the Rhetorical Turn: The Teaching of Rhetoric and Communication Studies in Seminaries and Divinity Schools” Religious Communication Association (November 13, 2010) San Francisco, California. 
“The Life and Career of Bishop Henry McNeal Turner.” Association for the Society of African American Life and History (September 30, 2010) Raleigh, North Carolina 

“Creating the Foundation for Success: Prophetic Optimism of African American Orators During Reconstruction.” Association for the Society of African American Life and History (October 1, 2010). Raleigh, North Carolina
“Jeremiah Wright, Barack Obama and the African American Prophetic Tradition in the Age of Obama.”  Rhetoric Society of America. (May 30, 2010). Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

“The Preacher, the Politician and the Prophetic: The Rhetoric of Henry McNeal Turner.”  National Council of Black Studies. (March 20, 2010) New Orleans, Louisiana 

“What’s Taking Us So Long: An Examination of the Scholarship of Hip-Hop in African American Religious Studies.” National Council of Black Studies. (March 18, 2010) New Orleans, Louisiana
“The Day They Kicked Them Out of the Georgia State Legislature: The Prophetic Disputation of Henry McNeal Turner.”  Southern States Communication Association (April 8, 2009). Memphis, Tennessee. 

“From the Streets to the Sanctuary and Back to the Streets: Towards a Hip Hop Spirituality.”  National Communication Association. (November 15, 2009) Chicago Illinois. (Respondent)
“Fixated and Fascinated: Linguistic Artistry in African American Popular Culture.” National Communication Association. (November 14, 2009) Chicago, Illinois. (Respondent)
“A Change is Gonna Come: Reflecting on the Voices and Strategies of Change Agents from the Civil Rights Movement.”  National Communication Association. (November 13, 2009) Chicago, Illinois, 2009 (Respondent)

“The Joshua Generation: The Faith Language of Barack Obama. “National Communication Association. (November 12, 2009) Chicago, Illinois, 2009

“The Inauthentic Real: Hip Hop’s Reality Problem.” National Communication Association. (November 12, 2009) Chicago, Illinois

“The Prophetic Persona of James Cone and the Rhetorical Construction of Black Theology” American Academy of Religion (November 7, 2009) Montreal, Canada 
“The Battle between Jesus and Muhammad: The Religious Oratory of Barack Obama. Tennessee Communication Association (September 11, 2009). Murfreesboro, Tennessee
“Negroes Get Your Guns!: The Prophetic Rhetoric of Bishop Henry McNeal Turner.”

National Council of Black Studies. (March 20, 2009). Atlanta, Georgia. 

“Baby You Fine!: A (Re) Affirmation of Black Female Beauty in Sir Mix-a-Lot’s Baby Got Back.” National Council of Black Studies (March 20, 2009). Atlanta, Georgia. 

“How to Respond to a Dis: The Creation of a Hip Hop Ethos in Sister’s Soulja’s Response to Bill Clinton.” National Communication Association (November 21, 2008). San Diego, California. 

“James Brown and the Transforming Black Aesthetic” National Communication Association: November 15, 2007 Chicago, Illinois. 

“Audience (Re) Construction in Henry McNeal Turner’s Emigration or Justice Speech

National Communication Association (November 18, 2007). Chicago, Illinois. 

“The Emigration and Propaganda Campaign of Bishop Henry McNeal Turner” National Communication Association (November 15, 2007). Chicago, Illinois. 

“Celebratory Prophecy in Henry McNeal Turner’s “Emancipation Day” Speech” (Top Paper) Tennessee Communication Association (September 22, 2007) Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 

“Mission Oriented Prophecy as (Re) Constitutive Rhetoric” (Top Papers Panel) Southern States Communication Association (April 1, 2007). Louisville, Kentucky. 
“Rhetorical Replacing in Henry McNeal Turner's Emancipation Day Speech” (Top Papers Panel) National Communication Association (November 19, 2006). San Antonio, Texas. 

“Prophetic Rhetoric Expanded” National Communication Association (November 16, 2006). San Antonio, Texas. 
“A Daughter of Thunder: The Prophetic Rhetoric of Frances Ellen Watkins Harper in Her “Duty to Dependent Races” Speech” (Top Paper) Tennessee Communication Association (September 30, 2006). Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 
“All Aboard: Bishop Henry McNeal Turner’s African Propaganda” National Association of African American Studies (February 17, 2006). Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
“The Listening Function of Prophetic Rhetoric” (Top Papers Panel) National Communication Association: (November 19, 2005). Boston, Massachusetts. 

“Engaging the Silence: Prophetic Listening and Non-Violence.” Gandhian Nonviolence Conference (October 9, 2004). Memphis, Tennessee. 

Lectures:

“Chaplain Turner.” Given at Gifts of Life Ministries. Memphis, Tennessee. February 5, 2012.

"Praying Preaching and Pastoring: Henry McNeal Turner and the Ministry of a War Time Chaplain."  Given at the African American Civil War Museum. Washington, DC. January 7, 2012

“The Life and Career of Bishop Henry McNeal Turner.” Given at the Outreach and Evangelism Conference of the AME Church. Arlington Virginia, January 3, 2012

“The Spiritual Side of Hip Hop” Given at the College of Charleston. Charleston, South Carolina, September 23, 2011

“The Early Career of Henry McNeal Turner: 1859-1865.” Given at Gifts of Life Ministries. Memphis, Tennessee. January 9, 2011

“Preparing for the Teaching Ministry.” Given at Castalia Baptist Church. Memphis Tennessee. May 22, 2010

“Finding God in Hip Hop.” Given at the CME Christian Educators Retreat. Crown Plaza Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee. February 21, 2009

“The Philosophy of Servant Leadership”: Given at American Baptist College. Nashville, Tennessee. October 21, 2008.

“Hip Hop and the Peace Movement”: Given at the Gandhi/King Nonviolence Conference October 17, 2008. Memphis, Tennessee.

“Hip-Hop and the Church”: Given at American Baptist College. March 24, 2008. Nashville Tennessee

“Hip-hop as Social Movement”: Given at American Baptist College. November 14, 2007. Nashville, Tennessee.

“Before A Movement, Get a Meaning: A Proposal for a Rhetorical Hermeneutical Study of Hip- Hop Texts for Theological Engagement”: National Congress of Black Churches: April 11, 2005, Memphis, Tennessee. 

“Prophetic Rhetoric of Frederick Douglass’ What to a Slave is the 4th of July Speech”: University of Memphis English Conference: December 8, 2004, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Awards and Honors
2011                                 Selected for the Top Article Award from the Religious

     Communication Association for “The Prophetic Persona of   

     James Cone and the Rhetorical Theology of Black Theology.”
2009                                 Association of Theological Schools: Lily Conference on     

                                         Theological Research 

2008                                 Association of Theological Schools: New Faculty Roundtable     

     


     Seminar

2007-2008                        Finalist for the John A. Campbell Student Teaching Award

2007                                 Gerald Vanderhaar Student Peace Award
2007                                 Selected for Top Papers Panel at the Southern States  

Communication Association for “Mission Oriented Prophecy as   (Re) Constitutive Rhetoric”
2007                                 Tennessee Communication Association: Top Graduate Paper 

      


     Award for “Celebratory Prophecy in Henry McNeal Turner’s 
     “Emancipation Day” Speech”
2006                                  Tennessee Communication Association: Top Graduate Paper 

      


      Award for “A Daughter of Thunder: The Prophetic Rhetoric of 
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper in Her “Duty to Dependent Races” Speech”
2005                                 Selected for Top Papers Panel in the Spiritual 

Communication Association Division of the National Communication Association for “The Listening Function of Prophetic Rhetoric.”
2005-2008                        Graduate Travel Fund Grant

2004-2008                        University of Memphis: Teacher Assistant Fellowship

Service
Institutional Service:

(2011-Present)-Educational and Development Committee (Chair)

(2008-2010) Curriculum Committee: Memphis Theological Seminary
(2008-Present) Barbara A. Holmes Lecture Committee: Memphis Theological Seminary
(2009-2010) Assistant to the Director of African American Studies: University of Memphis
(2008-2009) Education Committee: Memphis Theological Seminary
Regional/National Service:

Associate Editor and Reviewer: Journal of Hip Hop Studies (2013-Present)

Chair: National Communication Association (NCA) African American Communication and Culture Division (2013)

First Vice Chair: National Communication Association (NCA) African American Communication and Culture Division (2012)

Second Vice Chair: National Communication Association (NCA) African American Communication and Culture Division (2011)
Reviewer: National Communication Association (NCA) African American Communication and Culture Division/Black Caucus (2008-Present)
Respondent: NCA Spiritual Communication Division (2007-Present)
Membership Committee: National Council of Black Studies (NCBS) (2009-Present)
Reviewer, African American Review (2009-2011)
Reviewer: Journal of Race and Religion (2010-Present)
Editorial Board, Contemporary Journal of Rhetoric (2011-Present)
Professional and Service Organizations

National Communication Association

American Academy of Religion

Rhetoric Society of America
Association for the Study of African American Life and History
National Council of Black Studies

Southern States Communication Association

Tennessee Communication Association

Related Professional Experience

Senior Pastor, Gifts of Life Ministries

Director, G’Life Outreach (non-profit)
Editor, Rhetoric, Race and Religion Blog

